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“n with the Ol!”

“Master, you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word;
for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples.”
Luke 2:29-30

Youth is wasted on the young. The truth of this statement is clearer to me every year. As we stand
on the threshold of 2018, I'd like to offer some words of praise on behalf of those who are no longer
young—as well as those who we hope will someday reach old age.

Our celebration of Christmas is, of course, a recognition of the new life that came to earth in the form
of baby Jesus. But the first people to recognize that, and those who understood its implications most
clearly were old people. We meet them in Luke’s gospel: Elizabeth and Zechariah, a childless couple
whom an angel announces are to be the parents of John, a prophet who will prepare the way for the
Lord. Following John’s birth, when his father can speak again, Zechariah offers a beautiful prophecy
that is an echo of Mary’s magnificat: Zechariah proclaims that his son will be called a prophet of the
Most High, and will give the knowledge of salvation to his people. (Luke 1:68-79)

In Luke 2:22-38, we meet Simeon and Anna, two keepers of the faith at the Temple in Jerusalem.
Simeon also sings a song of praise to bless the child, and warns Mary that “the inner thoughts of
many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul, too.” These are words of wisdom
which we should not ignore: not only the joy and praise which comes with new life and hope, but the
acknowledgement that change and revelation bring pain, as well. These are the lessons that older
people have learned; in the flush of new light and hope, it is to deny the possibility of pain and loss.

| believe the promise of each new year—of every new day—is that God is making all things new: not
by abolishing, destroying, or denying what is old, but by giving us the hope of transformation. Our
sins can be forgiven, our grief turned to gladness, our doubt into belief. This is the work of God, but
we participate in it by being aware of what needs to be changed in us: inner thoughts or furtive
actions. God does not transform us into other people; God knows the people we are and gives us the
grace to become the people whom God has called us to be. This is a promise worthy of our joy and
praise, and something to sing about in the new year: Praise be to God for the gift of salvation and
transformation through Jesus Christ!

We greet the new year with gladness, humility and hope. May the blessings and challenges of
awareness and transformation visit us each new day.

In Christ—
Pastor Rosanna



PASTOR’S REPORT

Thank you for all the ways you have brought Christmas to our church and community! Here are some
that | know about:
Decorating the church by Worship Team and other helpers; special thanks to Maryann and John
Zerbe for their planning, and Ted and Lynne Foland for their ladder climbing (!)
Lynne Foland for an entire flock of knitted sheep!
The cookies you baked and the time you shared to have a successful Cookie Candy Walk. Special
thanks to Karen Kohler for her baking and planning.
Deacons who have organized meals and been in touch with church members.
Members who have sent beautiful Christmas cards and blessings.
Emily Birr and the Outreach Team who have invited us to fill the nativity with live animals from
Heifer, International. Outreach Team has collected $1,306.80 (as of Dec. 28) and will use that
money to purchase a variety of animals.
Love Offerings toward Creekside operations and media upgrades.
Donations of hats, mittens and scarves for homeless teens at Bashor Home.
All those who helped with the Kids’ Christmas Party
Worship leaders, actors, and musicians who have shared their gifts in worship. Special thanks to the
Creekside Choir and to Diane Lund for her accompanying, singing, and planning for Christmas Eve.

| am grateful to those of you who remembered me and my family in prayer during the holidays. |

was grateful to be able to make a quick trip to California this past week to see my mother and oldest
brother. | wish you a happy new year as we celebrate God’s faithfulness in the past, and look toward
God’s promises in the future.

In Christ—
Pastor Rosanna

NOTE FROM THE BOARD

The Board did not meet in December. Thank you for your love offerings on behalf of Creekside. As
of Dec. 24, those offerings total $5,695, with additional memorial funds pledged to media upgrades.
Our thanks to Roger Giriffith, Ryan Prahl, Lisa Vardaman, Gary Arnold and Scott Harney who will
bring recommendations to the Board about how to best use those resources for the good of Creekside.

Pastor Rosanna for Church Board

C .KIE COOKIE CANDY WALK

A very special “Thanks!” to the awesome people at Creekside who helped make the
CIA\H DY Cookie-Candy Walk a great success! It took a lot of bakers, set-up people and buyers
\X/[A\I_K, who purchased all that candy and cookies. After expenses we grossed $1,668.39.

Thanks to alll Karen Kohler

EVERENCE UPDATE:

As we anticipate 2018, perhaps we need a financial plan that takes into account our faith and our
values. Everence professional planners can work alongside us to determine the right financial plan
that fits our dreams, our goals and our values. Everence will walk us through seven branches of
financial planning: Cash flow planning, Protection planning, Investment planning, Retirement planning,
Tax planning, Estate planning and Charitable planning. Go to everence.com for further information.

Jan Nicodemus, Creekside Advocate
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HAPPENING IN JANUARY: BIRTHDAYS
© —Church reserved, 10:00-3:00 Graber, Jean Mann 1
10 —Feed the Children, 9:00-noon Kohler, Karen 1
11 —wired Word, 11:30-1:00 Prahl, Benjamin 2
14 _kids’ Winter Party, 2:00-4:00 pm Gall, Carver Dewitt 7
16 —church Board, 6:30 pm Cooper, Jenny 8
22 —Church reserved Rodriguez, Zoey 12

Pletcher, Rosema 13
24 _Gifts & Placement Team, 6:00 pm Y
—Deadline for February Connection Houston, Esther 20

25 —wired Word, 11:30-1:00 Colver, Carolyn 23
Vardaman, Janet 23

Su Mo Tu We Th Fri Sat Kelsey, Betty 27

1 2 3 4 5 6 Hade, Daniel 30
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 Walters, Reid 31
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 ANNIVERSARIES
28 29 30 31 Graber, Cal & Jean 15

Donate $125 to Seed to Feed to supply a pig to the pantry!

It's been 50 years and we're celebrating BIG time! N

Help Seed to Feed provide 50 pigs (or 6,250 Ibs of pork)
to our pantry guests at Church Community Services. °

Your donation will:

+ Supply 125 Ibs of pork to the pantry from local farms ‘
+ Provide 665 USDA servings of ground pork to those in need

+ Contribute to the average 160,000 Ibs of food donated

Make checks payable to Church Community Services and note in the memo line “Pigs for the Pantry”
OR donate online at churchcommunityservices.org by designating $125 to Pigs for the Pantry.

Seed to Feed is a program of Church Community Services committed to providing

Church i
Eomriiiy fresh, local produce and protein to food pantry guests of Elkhart County.

y Services Questions? Contact Morgan Short at (574)295-3673 ext 122 ﬁ/
or seedtofeed@gmail.com Mailing Address: PO Box 2346 Elkhart, IN 46515
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